
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Total traffic stops 

declined from 
1,556,031 in 2013 to 
1,216,353 in 2022, 

with a low of 909,685 
in 2020. 
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*Note that the reason for an arrest or citation resulting from a traffic stop may not be the same as the original reason for the stop. 

Law enforcement agencies report data on traffic stops to the State Bureau of Investigation. In 2022, 168 police 
departments and 96 sheriff’s offices, along with the NC State Highway Patrol and 8 other statewide agencies, 
reported data on a total of 1,216,353 total stops. 
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Reason for Stop
Equipment/Regulatory Unsafe Movement
Suspected DWI Stop Sign/Light
Speed Limit Seat Belt
Other Violation

Speed limit 
violations 
accounted for 
43% of traffic 
stops in 2022. 
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Result by Traffic Stop Reason* 

0-2,999  3,000-6,699 
6,700-13,999 14,000-123,501 

10-Year Trend: Stops by Agency 

Statewide Agencies 
2022: 539,543 

Sheriff’s Offices 
2022: 135,384 

Police Departments 
2022: 541,426 
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Searches were 
conducted during 

34,392 stops 
(2.8% of all stops) 

in 2022. 
 

Result of Search During Stop 


