


lce Storms

Mid-January saw below-freezing temperatures and steady rainfall, producing as much as
one-quarter inch of ice in most North Carolina counties. NCEM warned North Carolinians about

~Jan 13-14

the dangers of black ice and hazardous driving conditions.
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The SERT activated to respond to the Google earth

threat of widespread winter storms. A \%,“"
Several inches of snow followed by sleet SRR oo ) H
hindered much of the state, causing 1 ; '
death, more than 1,000 traffic accidents,
63,000 power outages and prompting
shelters to open in affected counties.

~ Feb. 16




The SERT activated to coordinate response to back-to-
back winter storms that brought measurable snowfall to
most of the state. Nearly 230,000 people were without
power. Residents were urged to stay off of the roads.
Two people died from weather-related accidents and the

SHP responded to more than 3,000 calls. ~ Feb 24



a4
Statewide
Exercise

Hurricane Falcon,aone-d ay exer ci se, te
ability to respond to and recover from a Category 3
hurricane. State plans and operations were practiced for
both pre- and post-landfall situations. ~March 9-10
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Train Crash

An Amtrak passenger train collided with a

tractor trailer in Halifax County, releasing 2,000
w9/  /  qgallons of diesel fuel. Fifteen passengers were

~ {éﬂ' /. / taken to the hospital. Local responders, SHP,

o i R, - P\ e DOT and NCEM
| AT LEAST 40 PEOPLE SUFFERED MINOR INJURIES; ONE b / 3

oy ih‘:w:N SERIOUSLY HURT e 4] were on scene to
i : assist.
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NCWaterWARN

Member
Information

= Resources
= Members
= Join

Emergency managers, first responders and public
health officials gathered for the semi-annual meeting
to discuss changes to the Tier Il and EMPG
processes. Attendees also learned about NC
WaterWARN and a THIRA pilot project, and heard
updates on the Centers for Safer Schools and

Coal Ash Management Commission. ~ February 4

gency Management
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State and local emergency management experts came
together at the annual spring conference in Cherokee to
learn the latest about cybersecurity, how to include
people with disabilities in exercises, drones and how they
can be used to aid EM agencies, and how other state
agencies respond to disasters. ~ March 22-25



To ensure emergency managers maintain essential communication during emergencies, NCEM
partnered with county emergency management agencies to test UHF, HF, AUXCOM, SATCOM
and Internet capabilities. ~ April 9-10




Tornadoes touched down in Columbus, Greene
and Lee counties, causing downed trees,
damaging an outbuilding and a few residences,
and downed power lines. No injuries were
reported. Eight people were displaced because
of the Columbus County tornado.

~ Greene County March 26

~ Columbus County May 21

~ Lee County June 27



Sharron Stewart recelved the SERC
Individual Service Award for her role
in expanding the CAMET program
and working to develop the SART
program in 23 states. Moore County
Department of Public Safety earned
the SERC Team Award for its
planning, preparation and execution
of the 2014 US Open in Pinehurst.

~ April 17



Providing Essential Training

Effective training gives first responders, emergency managers and law
enforcement officers the opportunity to develop, sharpen and practice essential
skills for disaster response and recovery. NCEM sponsored more than 340
classes that trained nearly 7,500 personnel on topics such as: disaster response
and recovery; sheltering; debris management; handling mass fatalities; damage
assessment; mass shootings and response, etc. The division also began
developing a series of interactive on-line courses.

Compamon Animal Mobile
Equipment Trailer




Tralnlng & Exerusmg W|th Countles

Field staff routinely partner with county emergency service agencies to sharpen Skl||S and test
plans/processes. Exercises conducted this year included active assailant exercises (Washington,
Granville, Pamlico, Burke, Alexander), natural disaster exercises (Mitchell, Brunswick, Gates,
Carteret, Lee, Rutherford), and exercises to respond to manmade threats. (Haywood, Johnston,

New Hanover).




Wayne Community College

NCEM staff provided operations support to Wayne
County when a lone gunman shot & killed a
college employee on campus. The college and 3
nearby schools were placed on lockdown as 150+
law enforcement officers and first responders
searched for the assailant. The suspect was
caught several hours later. ~ April 13

A T _:; - _“‘ 3 .'1 ‘,]’ m




Tropical Storm Ana

~ -

Three weeks before .'.

2

start of hurricane } \
Storm Ana made lan ) | Wiimington
Myrtle Beach, SC. It b

earliest Atlantic storm

record. It caused poc

to linger in eastern Nc

Carolina, resulting in |

rain in Kinston and S

wind gusts up to 59 mi

hour. ~ May 10
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Middle East Region®
Search & Rescue

College

The weekend event provided
intensive training about ground and
air search-and-rescue for more 2l
than 320 Civil Air Patrol participants galit

from seven states T 130 of those /
from NC. ~ May 15-17
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Avian Flu Preparation "= 'J gp—

57 state, county and community partners met in May to discuss coordinated plans
and response if High Path Avian Influenza is detected in North Carolina. An even
larger group of State Emergency Response Team partners gathered in early
December for a tabletop exercise to walk through Avian Flu response plans.




NCEM-ECU
Hurricane

More than 200 local emergency
managers, nonprofit representatives,
military, meteorologists and
academicians met to review and
discuss hurricane predictions,
preparedness and response. Topics
included state medical shelters,
county evacuation zones, the 2015
hurricane season forecast and storm
surge measuring project. ~ May 27



NCEM Director Sprayberry was one
of two state EM directors asked to
brief President Obama on state
hurricane preparations and recent
partnership with the National
Hurricane Center. Last July, North
Carolina was the first state to partner
with the NHC to use experimental
maps showing potential levels of
storm surge. ~ May 28

Briefing the
President



Fracking Exercise

Moore County Emergency Management
worked with county first responders plus
High Falls and Carthage Fire Departments
during a regional hydraulic fracturing
exercise to test capabilities to respond to
hazardous materials events. ~ May 30



