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Chairman Bud Cesena called the August 18, 2022, meeting of the North Carolina Private 
Protective Services Board to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Attorney Jeff Gray read the following statement: 
 
"In accordance with the State Ethics Law, it is the duty of every Board member to avoid both 
conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. If any member has any known conflict of 
interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any matter coming before this Board today, 
please identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain from the deliberation and vote in 
that matter.” 
 
Chair Cesena introduced and welcomed new Board member Suzanne Creech and thanked former 
Board member Gerry Stickl for his service to the Board.  
 
DAVE STEPHENS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE JUNE 16, 2022, BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES. SECONDED BY ANDY RENFROW. MOTION CARRIED. 
NONE OPPOSED. 
 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Grievance Committee members Ron Burris, Tamara Rabenold, Suzanne Creech, Jerry Pitman, 
Nada Lawrimore and Steve Johnson met on August 17, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:53 p.m. to 
review 12 cases. Committee Chair Ron Burris presented the Grievance Committee report.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT ALL CASES EXCEPT 2022-PPS-018 
(MANN) AND 2021-PPS-088 (SANTIAGO). KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED THE 
MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT CASE 2021-PPS-088 (SANTIAGO). 
SAM RUSSELL SECONDED THE MOTION. STEVE JOHNSON RECUSED HIMSELF 
FROM THE VOTE. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT CASE 2022-PPS-018 (MANN). JERRY 
PITMAN SECONDED THE MOTION. ANDY RENFROW RECUSED HIMSELF FROM 
THE VOTE. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
  
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL GRIEVANCE REPORT 

 

SCREENING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Screening Committee members Stacy Buff, Sam Russell, Debra Duncan, Dave Stephens and 
Kim Heffney met on August 17, 2022, from 1:15 p.m. to 3:24 p.m. to review a total of 61 license 
applications and one registration denial appeal. Committee Chair Stacy Buff presented the 
Screening Committee report.  
 



 

3 
 

 
JERRY PITMAN MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT ALL OF THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATIONS EXCEPT FOR CAILIN GOODMAN, MICHAEL OVERTON 
AND SAM RUSSELL’S BRANCH OFFICE. KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED THE 
MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE THE LICENSES FOR CAILIN GOODMAN AND 
MICHAEL OVERTON. KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION. ANDY 
RENFROW RECUSED HIMSELF FROM THE VOTE. MOTION CARRIED. NONE 
OPPOSED.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE SAM RUSSELL’S BRANCH OFFICE. KIM 
HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION. SAM RUSSELL RECUSED HIMSELF FROM 
THE VOTE. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL SCREENING REPORT 

 

TRAINING AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Training and Education Committee members Bud Cesena, Steve Johnson, Dave Stephens, 
Tamara Rabenold and Stacy Buff met on August 18, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:54 a.m. 
Committee Chair Bud Cesena presented Training and Education Committee report.  
 
The Committee recommended awarding a $4,800.00 training and education grant to private 
investigator Catherine Flowers to assist with funding an online private investigator training 
academy she is developing.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE AWARDING THE GRANT TO 
CATHERINE FLOWERS. DAVE STEPHENS SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
The Committee recommended approving 27 new continuing education courses and five course 
renewals.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE NEW AND RENEWAL 
CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES. KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION. 
MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
The Committee recommended amending the Board’s administrative rule 14B NCAC 16 .0707 to 
update the equipment requirements for virtual training; clarify the language used to differentiate 
online training, virtual training and in-person training; and rename the unarmed guard training 
module titled “Deportment” to “Professional Conduct.” The Committee referred these 
recommendations to the Laws and Rules Committee.  
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SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND REFER THE RULES CHANGES TO THE LAWS AND 
RULES COMMITTTEE. DAVE STEPHENS SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
Chair Bud Cesena read the Training and Education Committee Report prepared by Investigator 
Ray Bullard, to include the trainer course schedule for 2023.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 2023 TRAINER COURSE 
SCHEDULE. TAMARA RABENOLD SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
Chair Cesena discussed the need to form subcommittees to establish the training and experience 
requirements for the new Close Personal Protection and Digital Forensics Examiner licenses 
established by the passing of Senate Bill 424. He appointed Steve Johnson as the chair of the 
Close Personal Protection Subcommittee and Tamara Rabenold as the chair of the Digital 
Forensics Examiner Subcommittee.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE TRAINING AND EDUCATION 
REPORT.  KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED. NONE 
OPPOSED.  
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL TRAINING AND EDUCATION REPORT 

 

LAWS AND RULES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Laws and Rules Committee members Steve Johnson, Debra Duncan, Kim Heffney, Jerry Pitman 
and Tamara Rabenold met on August 18, 2022, from 10:06 a.m. to 10:48 a.m. Bud Cesena was 
also present during the Committee meeting.  
 
Committee Chair Steve Johnson delivered the Laws and Rules Committee report, to include 
discussing the issue of the effective dates found within Senate Bill 424 and their impact on the 
implementation of the new Close Personal Protection and Digital Forensics Examiner licenses. 
The Committee recommended delaying the implementation of the licenses until the required 
administrative rules related to the experience and training requirements for the licenses are 
drafted and in effect.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION THAT ANY N.C.-LICENSED PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR CURRENTLY PERFORMING CLOSE PERSONAL PROTECTION 
WORK, AND ANY PERSON OR COMPANY CURRENTLY PERFORMING DIGITAL 
FORENSICS EXAMININATION WORK, MAY CONTINUE TO DO SO UNTIL THE 
BOARD IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND IMPLEMENT 
THE NEW LICENSES. TAMARA RABENOLD SECONDED THE MOTION. NONE 
OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED.  
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Tamara Rabenold provided information about the Board’s potential participation in an interstate 
compact for private investigators. She said the International Association of Security and 
Investigative Regulators, of which the Board is a member, has been holding interstate compact 
coordination meetings that she and Director Sherwin and Attorney Jeff Gray regularly attend. 
She further explained that IASIR is spearheading the effort, but will need states to participate. 
No action is required by the Board at this time.  
 
DAVE STEPHENS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE LAWS AND RULES 
COMMITTEE REPORT. ANDY RENROW SECONDED THE MOTION. NONE 
OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Attorney Jeff Gray explained that his contract with the Board had recently expired. He asked the 
Board to renew the contract for another two years, with a rate increase of 15%.  
 
KIM HEFFNEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE JEFF GRAY’S CONTRACT 
RENEWAL. DEBRA DUNCAN SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. 
NONE OPPOSED.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tamara Rabenold asked the Board to approve sending her, Director Paul Sherwin and Attorney 
Jeff Gray to the annual conference of the International Association of Security Industry 
Regulators (IASIR) in Huntsville, AL, October 12-14, 2022.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE MOTION TO SEND ATTORNEY JEFF GRAY, DIRECTOR 
SHERWIN AND MEMBER TAMARA RABENOLD TO THE COFERENCE.  KIM 
HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.  NONE OPPOSED. 
 
Chair Cesena discussed the need to send Board representatives to the 2022 conference of the 
International Protective Security Board (IPSB) in Las Vegas, NV, December 7-9, with the 
purpose of gathering information related to the Board’s new close personal protection license. He 
recommended sending four Board members, to be named at the October 2022 meeting.   
 
RON BURRIS MADE A MOTION TO SEND FOUR BOARD MEMBERS TO THE 2022 
IPSB CONFERENCE. SAM RUSSELL SECONDED THE MOTION. NONE OPPOSED. 
MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Sam Russell inquired about the possibility of consolidating licensee and registration ID cards so 
that persons credentialed by the Board are not required to carry an ID card for every credential 
they possess. Director Sherwin said he would research the matter and bring more information to 
the Board at a future meeting.  
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
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Director Paul Sherwin presented the Director's Report. 
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE DIRECTOR'S REPORT.  
JERRY PITMAN SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 

SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

 

ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
Attorney Jeff Gray presented the Attorney’s Report. 
 
RON BURRIS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE ATTORNEY'S REPORT. STEVE 
JOHNSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Attorney Jeff Gray conducted the elections.   
 
SAM RUSSELL NOMINATED BUD CESENA FOR CHAIR OF THE BOARD. STEVE 
JOHNSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 
ANDY RENFROW NOMINATED JERRY PITMAN FOR CHAIR OF THE BOARD. 
NADA LAWRIMORE SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 
Attorney Gray asked for a vote of all in favor of electing Bud Cesena as Chair. Nine Board 
members voted in the affirmative.  
 
Attorney Gray asked for a vote of all in favor of electing Jerry Pitman as Chair. Four Board 
members voted in the affirmative.  
 
Bud Cesena was elected Board Chair.  
 
BUD CESENA NOMINATED STEVE JOHNSON FOR BOARD VICE-CHAIR. KIM 
HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION. NO ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS WERE 
MADE.  
 
Steve Johnson was elected Board Vice-Chair by a unanimous vote.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON NOMINATED RON BURRIS FOR GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
CHAIR. DAVE STEPHENS SECONDED THE MOTION. NO ADDITIONAL 
NOMINATIONS WERE MADE.  
 
Ron Burris was elected Chair of the Grievance Committee by a unanimous vote.  
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NADA LAWRIMORE NOMINATED STACY BUFF FOR SCREENING COMMITTEE 
CHAIR. SECONDED BY ANDY RENFROW.  
 
KIM HEFFNEY NOMINATED DEBRA DUNCAN FOR SCREENING COMMITTEE 
CHAIR. SECONDED BY STACY BUFF.  
 
Attorney Gray asked for a vote of all in favor of electing Stacy Buff as Chair of the Screening 
Committee. Ten Board members voted in the affirmative.  
 
Attorney Gray asked for a vote of all in favor of electing Debra Duncan as Chair of the 
Screening Committee. Three Board members voted in the affirmative.  
 
Stacy Buff was elected Chair of the Screening Committee.  
 
BUD CESENA NOMINATED STEVE JOHNSON FOR CHAIR OF THE LAWS AND 
RULES COMMITTEE. SECONDED BY KIM HEFFNEY. NO ADDITIONAL 
NOMINATIONS WERE MADE.  
 
Steve Johnson was elected Chair of the Laws and Rules Committee by a unanimous vote.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON NOMINATED BUD CESENA FOR CHAIR OF THE TRAINING 
AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE. SECONDED BY STACY BUFF. NO ADDITIONAL 
NOMINATIONS WERE MADE.  
 
Bud Cesena was elected Chair of the Training and Education Committee by a unanimous vote.  
 
STACY BUFF NOMINATED DEBRA DUNCAN AS THE BOARD’S ETHICS LIAISON. 
SECONDED BY STEVE JOHNSON. NO ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS WERE 
MADE.  
 
Debra Duncan was elected as the Board’s ethics liaison by a unanimous vote.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON NOMINATED TAMARA RABENOLD FOR CHAIR OF THE 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES COMMITTEE. SECONED BY KIM HEFFNEY. NO 
ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS WERE MADE.  
 
Tamara Rabenold was elected Chair of the Emerging Technologies Committee by a unanimous 
vote.  
 
FINAL AGENCY DECISIONS 
 
Terry Wayne Sutherland, Jr., was present, accompanied by his attorney Joel Hart Miles, Jr.  The 
case (22DOJ00770) was heard by Administrative Law Judge J. Randolph Ward on March 29, 
2022. The case involved whether the Sutherland’s Private Investigator license should be denied 
for a lack of good moral character. 
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RON BURRIS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
JUDGE’S RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE SUTHERLAND’S PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR LICENSE.  ANDY RENFROW SECONDED THE MOTION. 
MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. SAM RUSSELL, KIM HEFFNEY, DEBRA 
DUNCAN, DAVE STEPHENS, AND STACY BUFF RECUSED FROM THE VOTE DUE 
TO THEIR HAVING BEEN ON THE SCREENING COMMITTEE THAT REVIEWED 
MR. SUTHERLAND’S LICENSE APPLICATION.  
 
Adam Robert Tranum was present. The case (22DOJ00805) was heard by Administrative Law 
Judge Michael C. Byrne on April 26, 2022.  The case involved Mr. Tranum’s appeal of the 
Board’s decision to revoke for 12 months his Board-issued credentials due to a lack of good 
moral character. Mr. Tranum requested a closed session to discuss the matter. His request was 
granted.  
 
Closed session to discuss Tranum’s Final Agency Decision.  
 
Open session resumed.  
 
KIM HEFFNEY MADE A MOTION TO DEFER A VOTE ON TRANUM’S FINAL 
AGENCY DECISION UNTIL THE PENDING CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST MR. 
TRANUM ARE ADJUDICATED. ANDY RENFROW SECONDED THE MOTION. 
MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. SUZANNE CREECH, SAM RUSSELL, KIM 
HEFFNEY, STACY BUFF, BUD CESENA, DAVE STEPHENS, ANDY RENFROW 
VOTED. ALL OTHERS RECUSED DUE TO THEIR HAVING BEEN ON THE 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE THAT HEARD THE COMPLAINT AGAINST MR. 
TRANUM.  
 
David Bradford Russell was not present. The case (21DOJ04652) was heard by Administrative 
Law Judge Karlene S. Turrentine on January 27, 2022.  The case involved  whether Russell 
should be denied a proprietary security organization designation based on his unfavorable 
employment history and criminal history.   
 
ANDY RENFROW MADE A TO ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S 
RECOMMENDATION TO DENY MR. RUSSELL A PROPRIETARY SECURITY 
ORGANIZATION DESIGNATION.  JERRY PITMAN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. NADA LAWRIMORE, SUZANNE CREECH, 
JERRY PITMAN, BUD CESENA, RON BURRIS, TAMARA RABENOLD, AND ANDY 
RENFROW VOTED. ALL OTHERS RECUSED FROM THE VOTE DUE TO THEIR 
HAVING BEEN ON THE SCREENING COMMITTEE THAT REVIEWED MR. 
RUSSELL’S PROPRIETARY APPLICATION.  
 
 
2023 BOARD MEETING CALENDAR 
 
Director Paul Sherwin presented the proposed 2023 Board meeting calendar.   
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STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MEETING CALENDAR. NADA 
LAWRIMORE SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 
Nada Lawrimore discussed moving Board meetings to other locations, such as Wilmington or 
Asheville.  
 
STACY BUFF MADE A MOTION TO HOLD THE APRIL 2023 MEETING IN 
WILMINGTON AND THE OCTOBER 2023 MEETING IN ASHEVILLEY. SAM 
RUSSELL SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 
Chair Cesena asked for any public comment from meeting guests. No comments were made.  
 
DAVE STEPHENS MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. SECONED BY 
STACY BUFF. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 2:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Paul Sherwin 
Director 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Mercedes Sierra  
Board Secretary, Reporter 



PPSB Grievance After Report for August 18, 2022 9:00 am

Case 
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee 
Recommendation

Board
Action

1. 2021-
PPS-
077

Alex
Devonte
Saunders 
Supreme
Enforcement
Enterprise 
111 Echo
Glen Drive 
Apt. D1 
Winston-
Salem, NC
27106

NCGS 74C-2 
NCGS 74C-
13

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2 and NCGS 74C-13. Continue the cease
and desist order previously issued to Alex Saunders and refer this case to
the Screening Committee should he apply for a registration or license.

Accepted

2. 2021-
PPS-
088

Robert Jay
Santiago 
Spartan
Investigation
Group, Inc. 
250 Christi
Lane 
Kernersville,
NC 27284

NCGS 74C-
12(a)(25)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-12(a)(25) for demonstrated intemperate
habits and issue a letter of reprimand to Mr. Robert Santiago.

Accepted

3. 2022-
PPS-
004

Uri Gal 
Professional
Security
Consultants 
11454 San
Vicente Blvd 
Fl 2 
Los
Angeles, CA
90049

NCGS 74C-
11 
NCGS 74C-
13 
14B NCAC
16 .0108(a) 
14B NCAC
16 .0707 
14B NCAC
16 .0807

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-11, NCGS 74C-13, 14B NCAC 16 .0108(a),
14B NCAC 16.0707 and 14B NCAC 16.0807. Enter into a consent
agreement with Uri Gal and Professional Security Consultants in the
amount of $9,914.40 for 69 unarmed and 8 armed registration violations.
Conduct a follow-up registration audit of Q3 and Q4 of 2022.

Accepted

4. 2022-
PPS-
011

Verlean
Robinson 
Imperial
Guard and
Detective
Service, Inc. 
301
McCullough
Drive 
Suite 400 
Charlotte,
NC 28262

14B NCAC
16 .0108(b)

Find a violation of 14B NCAC 16 .0108(b). Enter into a consent
agreement with Verlean Robinson and Imperial Guard and Detective
Service, Inc. in the amount of $122.40 for 1 unarmed registration
violation.

Accepted



Case 
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee 
Recommendation

Board
Action

5. 2022-
PPS-
012

Christal
Neptune 
Neptune
Worldwide
Protection,
Inc. 
3630
sterling
magnolia ct 
Charlotte,
NC 28211

14B NCAC
16 .0108(b)

No violation Accepted

6. 2022-
PPS-
024

Lucien Guy
Morin, II 
Watchone
Security
Services 
PO Box 14 
Indian Trail,
NC 28079

NCGS 74C-
11

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-11. Enter into a consent agreement with
Lucien Morin and Watch One Security Service in the amount of $2,252.16
for 23 self-reported unarmed guard registration violations.

Accepted

7. 2022-
PPS-
025

Gregory J.
Riggins 
Dynamic
Core, Inc.  
92 Roberts
Road 
Roanoke
Rapids, NC
27870

NCGS 74C-2 Find a violation NCGS 74C-2. Continue the cease and desist order
previously issued to Gregory Riggins and refer this matter to the
Screening Committee should he apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

8. 2022-
PPS-
026

Michael
Edward
Badges 
Bonus Spins 
366 Ross
Acres Road 
Burlington,
NC 27302

NCGS 74C-
13(a)

Find a violation NCGS 74C-2. Continue the cease and desist order
previously issued to Michael Badges and refer this matter to the
Screening Committee should he apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

9. 2022-
PPS-
042

Ian
Schrader 
Solid
Armored  
437
FIREFLY
DR  
Trail creek ,
IN 46360

NCGS 74C-2 
NCGS 74C-
13

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2 and NCGS 74C-13. Enter into a consent
agreement with Ian Schrader and Solid Armored in the amount of $877.20
for unlicensed activity and two armed registration violations.

Accepted



Board Date 08/18/2022

Name  
Company  
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

1. Kara Jean Baldy 
NC Protection Group  
740 Greenville Blvd SE  
Greenville , NC 27834

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 3 with 2,300 hours.

Accepted

2. Charles Rodney Bell Jr.  
Staghorn Security and
Investigations LLC.igations
LLC  
1210 Staghorn Rd.  
Purlear, NC 28665

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

3. Wilfred Dixon Blood  
SecTek, Inc.  
1650 Tysons Blvd.  
McLean, VA 22102

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard & Patrol License

Accepted

4. Eric Ricardo Bryant  
Jack Ward Fire Consultants  
PO Box 608  
Green Cove Springs, FL
32043

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

5. Kristen Burnette  
KTB Private Co.  
2320 Waverly Crossing Rd  
Winston Salem, NC 27127

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

6. Kailin Abigail CANARY
VAWTER  
Frasco, Inc.  
215 W Alameda Ave  
Burbank, CA 91502

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with zero hours.

Accepted

7. Brandon LaTrey Covington  
Bushido Concepts, LLC  
159 Independence Dr
Raeford, NC 28376  
Raeford , NC 28376

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 400 hours.

Accepted

Board Meeting Report



Name  
Company  
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

8. David Edward Drew  
Richardson and Davis
Investigative Consulting
Group, LLC  
9820 Northcross Center
Court  
Huntersville, NC 28078

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

9. David Andre Dufresne  
Ash Tree Investigations and
Security  
724 Amanda Dr.  
Matthews , NC 28104

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

10. Keena Edwards  
ED RUSH Consulting and
Development Group, LLC  
2000 Park Street  
Columbia, SC 29201

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard & Patrol License

Accepted

11. Shannon Harrington Emerick
Viking Private Investigations  
209 Creekstone Dr  
Benson, NC 27504

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 2 with 1,200 hours.

Accepted

12. Eric Ray Emser  
Emser Investigative Services
135 Bunker Ct  
Macon, NC 27551

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

13. Kevin Dale English  
Kevin English  
302 Line Oak Drive  
Sunset Beach, NC 28468

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

14. Wrenn Ferguson  
Veracity Research Co.,
L.L.C.  
1104 Dallas Drive  
Denton, TX 76205

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

15. Charles Joseph Ford  
VQS  
13212 Commodore Rd.  
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard & Patrol License

Accepted



Name  
Company  
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

16. Shamarr Kenyatta Gamble
Williams  
SG Tactical Protection  
310 N Rotary Dr  
HIGH POINT, NC 27262

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard & Patrol License

Accepted

17. Cynthia George  
Coventbridge (USA) Inc.  
9485 Regency Square Blvd  
Jacksonville, FL 32225

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

18. Harold Michael Golden  
n/a  
414 Old Holderford Road  
Kingston, TN 37763

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard & Patrol License

Accepted

19. Cailin Elizabeth Goodman  
Command Investigations,
LLC  
250 International Parkway  
Lake Mary, FL 32746

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level II with 1,000 hours.

Accepted

20. Chaz Dupree Harris  
Raven Rock Group  
909 S. Main St.  
Salisbury, NC 28144

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 2 with 1,200 hours.

Accepted

21. Edward Henderson  
E4 Security, Inc.  
1675 7th  
Oakland , CA 94623

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard and Patrol license

Accepted

22. Janet Myra Henson  
Ideal Investigations  
105 Doe Ridge Drive  
Cleveland, NC 27013

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

23. Ritchie Vernon Hinkle  
Leupold Investigation  
224 S. Cherry st  
Winston Salem, NC 27101

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with zero hours.

Accepted

24. Dennis Ellsworth Jacot  
Jacot Investigations, LLC  
66 Linden Court  
Garner, NC 27529

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted



Name  
Company  
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

25. Ryan Johnson  
Epic Services and
Consulting LLC  
117 E. Sycamore St.  
Lincolnton , NC 28092

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 400 hours.

Accepted

26. Joseph Daniel Kirby  
Aardwolf International  
1135 Kildaire Farm Road  
Cary, NC 27511

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

27. Peter Anthony Leyden Jr.  
Raven Advisory LLC  
4400 Bragg Blvd  
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Courier
Service

Approve  
Courier license

Accepted

28. Peter Anthony Leyden Jr.  
Raven Advisory LLC  
4400 Bragg Blvd  
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

29. Peter Anthony Leyden Jr.  
Raven Advisory LLC  
4400 Bragg Blvd  
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard and Patrol License.

Accepted

30. Pete Locklear  
PLL Investigations  
6256 NC Hwy 72  
Pembroke , NC 28372

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License.

Accepted

31. James Michael Long  
Parasyst Inc.  
415 - D Minuet Lane  
Charlotte, NC 28217

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard and Patrol License.

Accepted

32. Jennifer Whiteheart
Lowrance  
Keystone Engineering &
Forensics  
7701 Candis Dr  
Charlotte, NC 28212

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

33. Ryan Patrick McClymonds  
Blue Falcons Investigation  
3406 Masters Dr  
Hope Mills, NC 28348

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 700 hours

Accepted
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34. Gabriel D McCUller  
Sua Sponte Security LLC  
107 ballyliffen lane  
cary, NC 27519

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve with Condition  
Security Guard & Patrol license with the condition McCuller enter
into and pay a consent agreement of $510.00 for unlicensed
activity

Accepted

35. Larry Richard McGhee Jr  
McGhee Investigation &
Personal Protection Services
PO BOX 684  
Moravian Falls , NC 28654

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

36. Larry Richard McGhee Jr  
McGhee Investigation &
Personal Protection Services
PO BOX 684  
Moravian Falls , NC 28654

Guard Dog
Service

Approve  
Guard Dog Service

Accepted

37. Larry Richard McGhee Jr  
McGhee Investigation &
Personal Protection Services
PO BOX 684  
Moravian Falls , NC 28654

Courier
Service

Approve  
Courier Service

Accepted

38. Paul McGinnis  
Marksman Security
Corporation  
1040 Crown Pointe Pkwy
Suite 190  
Atlanta, GA 30338

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard and Patrol License.

Accepted

39. glenn hunter millan  
All Access Investigations &
Protective Services, LLC  
1131 Memorial Park Drive  
Sparta, NC 28675

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

40. Timothy Mark Munday  
Tin Star Investigative
Services, LLC  
5213 Dusty Lane  
Granite Falls, NC 28630

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

41. Kaylie Hope Nestor  
Barefoot Professional
Investigations  
1011 E. Morehead St. #110  
Charlotte, NC 28204

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 2 with 1000 hours.

Accepted



Name  
Company  
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

42. Michael Lewis Overton II  
Renfrow & Associates  
2474 Walnut Street Unit 280  
Cary, NC 27518

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

43. Kristen Price Pate  
Macks Pickett Investigative
Services, Inc  
PO Box 32006  
Raleigh, NC 27622

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 800 hours

Accepted

44. Jennifer Marie Plymouth  
Plymouth Investigative and
Creditability Consultants  
9179 Bluebell Place  
Harrisburg, NC 28075

Polygraph
Examiner

Approve with Condition  
Polygraph Examiner license with the condition Plymouth pass an
examination in accordance with 14B NCAC 16 .0501

Accepted

45. Melissa Washam Ratliff  
Raven Rock Group, LLC  
909 S Main Street , Suite
107  
Salisbury, NC 28144

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 800 hours.

Accepted

46. Victoria Faith Richardson  
Spartan Secure Solutions  
1311 Maple Lee Court  
Lincolnton, NC 28033

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with zero hours.

Accepted

47. Walter Samuel Russell  
Russell Investigative
Services, LLC  
204 E. Fisher St.  
Salisbury, NC 28144

New Branch
Office

Approve  
Branch Office License

Accepted

48. Ian Schrader  
Solid Armored Inc.  
437 Firefly Dr.  
Trail Creek, IN 46360

Armored Car Approve with Condition  
Armored Car license with the condition Schrader enter into and
pay a consent agreement of $877.20 for unlicensed activity

Accepted

49. Ryan Simpson  
Barefoot Professional
Investigations  
1011 E. Morehead St. #110  
Charlotte, NC 28204

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 800 hours.

Accepted

50. Nicole Elise Sparks  
Frasco, Inc.  
215 W. Alameda Avenue  
Burbank, CA 91502

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 2 with 1000 hours.

Accepted
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51. Erica N Spence  
Professional Investigations
and Paralegal Services  
110 S. Queen St  
Kinston, NC 28501

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 857 hours.

Accepted

52. Debbie Stancil  
Professional investigations  
110 S Queen St  
Kinston, NC 28501

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate License Level 1 with 800 hours.

Accepted

53. Richard Harris Stapleton  
Deployed Services, LLC  
2626 Glenwood Ave  
Raleigh, NC 27608

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Approve  
Security Guard and Patrol License.

Accepted

54. Jeffrey B Stirling  
CSI  
3645 Brodhead Rd  
Monaca, PA 15061

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

55. Timothy Eugene Thompson  
Covington Investigations  
4312 Havens Crest Drive  
Morehead City, NC 28557

Private
Investigator

Approve  
Private Investigator License

Accepted

56. Phillip Aaron Vassey  
Cleveland Community
College  
137 South Post Road  
Shelby, NC 28152

Proprietary Approve  
Proprietary Application

Accepted

57. Kenneth M Wagner  
Aubor Group, LLC  
410 W English Rd  
Highpoint, NC 27262

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate Level 1 with 400 hours.

Accepted

58. Reagan Waugh  
Michael Guadagno &
Associates  
717 Wimberly Road  
Apex, NC 27523

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,000 hours

Accepted

59. Joseph Jerome Willinsky  
Blue Chameleon
Investigations  
6003 Oakridge Court  
Matthews, NC 28104

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,800 hours

Accepted



Name  
Company  
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

60. Robert Lee Young III  
Praesidium Protective
Services Group, LLC  
125 E Plaza Drive  
Mooresville, NC 28115

Security
Guard And
Patrol

Deny  
Security Guard and Patrol License for Lack of verifiable
experience and failure to complete the application process

Accepted

61. Joseph Anthony Zullo  
Epic Services and
Consulting  
117 E Sycamore St  
Lincolnton, NC 28092

Private
Investigator
Associate

Approve  
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,200 hours

Accepted
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North Carolina Private Protective Services Board 

Training and Education Committee 
Agenda 

August 18, 2022 
 
 

The following PPS Trainer courses are scheduled: 
 
Unarmed Guard Trainer Course and Workshop at Wake Tech. Community College 
 

• September 26-30, 2022 
• December 5-9, 2022 
• January 23-27, 2023 
• May 8-12, 2023 
• September 11-15, 2023 
• December 4-8, 2023 

 
Firearms Trainer Recertification/Prequalification, Salemburg 
 

• August 29, 2022 
• November 14, 2022 

 
Firearms Trainer Course at N.C. Justice Academy, Salemburg 

 
• September 12-15, 2022 

 
Long Gun Instructor Course and Recertification 
 

• March 21-23, 2023 
 
Completed Training 
 

• July 11, 2022 
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Topics for Discussion 
 

• The effects of the passing of Senate Bill 424 on training 
• The Unarmed Guard Trainer supplement video has been posted on the DPS YouTube 

channel 
 
Weapon Discharges: 

 
• On June 23, 2022 Private Protective Services received an email from Austin Taylor, 

Qualifying Agent for Oak City Protection.  The email advised of a negligent weapon 
discharge that occurred on June 22, 2022 at approximately 9:00 p.m.  Investigator Bullard 
contacted Austin Taylor.  Austin Taylor advised that Diamonte Taylor was working at the 
TopGolf construction site located on Page Road in Durham, North Carolina.  Diamonte 
Taylor was seated in his personal vehicle and removed his handgun from the holster in an 
attempt to readjust himself in the seat.  Diamonte Taylor accidently discharged one round 
striking his leg.  The Durham Police Department responded.  At that time of this report 
no criminal charges will be filed against Diamonte Taylor. 
 
Investigator Bullard queried PPSM (Permitium) and discovered that Diamonte Taylor 
was a properly registered Armed Guard with Oak City Protection.  Diamonte Taylor was 
qualified to carry a Glock, Model 26, 9mm handgun, serial number MPG326.  
Investigator Bullard received a public copy of the incident report from the Durham Police 
Department and verified that Diamonte Taylor was carrying the correct weapon.  A copy 
of the email and police report are included in this file. 
 
 
End of Report 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

I. PPS information and updates, page 3 
II. Licensing, registration and certification summary, page 5 

III. Budget summary, page 6 
IV. Budget graphics, page 7 
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PPS INFORMATION AND UPDATES 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
Private Protective Services currently has four vacant positions: 

• Deputy Director 
• Administrative Assistant – Staffed with a part-time, temporary employee 
• Registration Processor (2)  

 
Deputy Director Amanda Rolle resigned from her position with Private Protective Services on 
July 16, 2022. She has accepted a job as the Chief of Staff for Chief Estella Patterson of the 
Raleigh Police Department.  
 
On August 3, 2022, Investigator Ray Bullard successfully obtained certification as a regulatory 
investigator from the Council on Licensure, Enforcement and Regulation (CLEAR). Obtaining 
the certification required Investigator Bullard to complete 20 hours of training and pass a final 
exam. He joins other PPS investigators who have obtained the same certification.  
 
Operations 
 
Registration Unit 
 

• Registration applications received year-to-date: 14,480 
(Same period in 2021: 13,880) 

 
Licensing Unit 
 

• License applications received year-to-date: 786 
(Same period in 2021: 546) 

 
Investigations Unit 
 

• License applicant background investigations completed year-to-date: 182 
(Same period in 2021: 181) 

 
• Complaint investigations completed year-to-date: 61 

(Same period in 2021: 38) 
Training Unit 
 

• Trainer applications received year-to-date: 248 
(Same period in 2021: 325) 
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Other 
 
Director Sherwin on August 19, 2022, will teach a 1-hour course about security licensing and 
registration requirements to a group of law enforcement officers and agents from the Wilmington 
Police Department and New Hanover County ABC Commission. The training is being hosted 
and coordinated by NC ALE.  
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LICENSING, REGISTRATION, AND CERTIFICATION 
SUMMARY 

 
Total active in Permitium: 25,782 (+4.5% from June 2022 meeting) 

 
Registration   
 Armed 3586 
 Armed Armored Car 493 
 Armed Private Investigator 92 
 Armed Private Investigator Associate 12 
 Unarmed  18078 
 Unarmed Armored Car 29 
Registration Total 22290 
License   
 Armored Car Profession 77 
 Courier Service Profession 70 
 Electronic Counter Measures Profession 51 
 Electronic Counter Measures Trainee 8 
 Guard Dog Service Profession 16 
 Polygraph Examiner 28 
 Polygraph Trainee Permit 3 
 Private Investigator 1825 
 Private Investigator Temp Permit 4 
 Private Investigator Associate 292 
 Private Investigator Associate Temp Permit 2 
 Proprietary 88 
 Psychological Stress Evaluator 11 
 Security guard and Patrol 518 
 Special Limited Guard and Patrol 6 
License Total  2999 
Certification   
 Firearms Trainer 178 
 Unarmed Guard Trainer Certification Total 315 
Certification Total 493 
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Private Protective Services Board Financial Report 
Fiscal Year 2022 

(July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022) 
 

 

FY22 revenue 1,421,727.29$      
FY22 expenditures (1,380,769.08)$    

FY22 FUND BALANCE INCREASE/(DECREASE) 40,958.21$           

Beginning Cash Balance (July 1, 2021) 1,520,915.25$      
FY22 revenue 1,421,727.29$      
FY22 expenditures (1,380,769.08)$    

FY22 ENDING FUND BALANCE 1,561,873.46$      

FY22 revenue 8,906.75$             
FY22 expenditures (5,237.93)$           

Beginning Cash Balance (July 1, 2021) 125,994.35$         
FY22 revenue 8,906.75$             
FY22 expenditures (5,237.93)$           

FY22 ENDING FUND BALANCE 129,663.17$         

PPSB Education Fund Cash Flow

PPSB Education Fund Revenue and Expenditures

FY22 EDUCATION FUND BALANCE 
INCREASE/(DECREASE) 3,668.82$             

PPSB Operating Fund Revenue and Expenditures

PPSB Operating Fund Cash Flow
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BUDGET GRAPHICS 
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