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Chair Bud Cesena called the December 15, 2022, meeting of the North Carolina Private 
Protective Services Board to order at 9:00 A.M.   
 
Attorney Jeff Gray read the following statement: 
 
"In accordance with the State Ethics Law, it is the duty of every Board member to avoid both 
conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. If any member has any known conflict of 
interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any matter coming before this Board today, 
please identify the conflict or appearance and refrain from the deliberation and vote in that 
matter."  
 
FINAL AGENCY DECISIONS 
 
Attorney Jeff Gray recused himself as counsel to the Board and read the Proposal for Decision 
from Administrative Law Judge Michael C. Byrne in the case of Rakeem Noel Michel v. Private 
Protective Services Board. Administrative Law Judge Byrne recommended the Board uphold its 
denial of Rakeem's registration denial. Rakeem Michel was notified of the Final Agency 
Decision but did not attend the Board meeting.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR DECISION 
AND UPHOLD THE DENIAL. SECONDED BY KIM HEFFNEY.  MOTION CARRIED. 
NONE OPPOSED. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 2022 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 
NADA LAWRIMORE MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE OCTOBER 20, 2022, 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES. SECONDED BY KIM HEFFNEY. MOTION CARRIED. 
NONE OPPOSED. 
 
The Board discussed moving the April 2023 meeting from its planned location in Wilmington to 
Asheville; and moving the October 2023 meeting from its planned location in Asheville to 
Wilmington, if the cost of doing so was favorable to the Board. Director Sherwin was asked to 
research this and report back to the Board.  
  
TAMARA RABENOLD MADE A MOTION TO CHANGE MEETING LOCATIONS AS 
DISCUSSED, IF NEEDED. ASSATA BUFFALOE SECONDED THE MOTION.  
MOTION CARRIED.  NONE OPPOSED. 
 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Grievance Committee, consisting of Ron Burris, Jerry Pitman, Suzanne Creech, 
Steve Johnson, and Tamara Rabenold met on December 13, 2022, from 9:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 
and 1:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. and heard a total of 22 cases and one supplemental case for non-
payment of a consent agreement. Committee Chair Ron Burris presented the Committee report.  
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STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GRIEVANCE 
COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 2022-PPS-027. 
TAMARA RABENOLD SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED NONE 
OPPOSED.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GRIEVANCE 
COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION FOR 2022-PPS-027. NADA LAWRIMORE 
SECONDED THE MOTION. SUZANNE CREECH RECUSED FROM THE VOTE. 
MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL GRIEVANCE REPORT 
 
SCREENING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Screening Committee, consisting of Assata Buffaloe, Debra Duncan, Kim Heffney, Sam 
Russell, and Stacy Buff met on December 14, 2022, from 9:00 A.M. to 10:23 A.M. and reviewed 
a total of 45 license applications and two addendums. Debra Duncan presented the Committee 
report.  
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ALL APPLICATIONS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
ZACHARY L. BRADY, RANDALL SCOTT BASS, AND ROBERT CURTIS MOORE. 
ANDY RENFROW SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE 
OPPOSED.  
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATION FOR ZACHARY L. BRADY. STEVE JOHNSON SECONDED 
THE MOTION. SUZANNE CREECH RECUSED FROM THE VOTE. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATION FOR RANDALL SCOTT BASS. SAM RUSSELL SECONDED 
THE MOTION. ANDY RENFROW RECUSED FROM THE VOTE. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
NADA LAWRIMORE MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE COMMITTEE’S 
RECOMMENDATION FOR ROBERT CURTIS MOORE. KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED 
THE MOTION. TAMARA RABENOLD RECUSED FROM THE VOTE. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL SCREENING REPORT 
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TRAINING AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Training and Education Committee, consisting of Steve Johnson, Stacy Buff, Assata 
Buffaloe, Sam Russell, and Bud Cesena met On December 14, 2022, from 10:45 A.M. to 11:24 
A.M. Committee Chair Bud Cesena presented the Committee report.  
 
The Committee recommended the Board adopt as a policy that all security guards completing the 
armed guard training course are required to shoot at least 150 rounds of practice ammunition 
prior to attempting to qualify.  
 
The Committee recommended the Board award a $5,000.00 training and education grant to 
Blackstone Shooting Sports, LLC, for reimbursement of the purchase of 12 inert Glock 45 
pistols, 12 Glock Blueguns, and 150 training dummy ammunition rounds, to be used exclusively 
for PPSB armed guard training courses.  
 
STEVEN JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE TRAINING AND 
EDUCATION REPORT.  TAMARA RABENOLD SECONDED THE MOTION.  
MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE AWARDING A $5,000.00 
TRAINING AND EDUCATION GRANT TO BLACKSTONE SHOOTING SPORTS, 
LLC. TAMARA RABENOLD SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE 
OPPOSED.  
 
STEVEN JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE ALL OF THE CONTINUING 
EDUCATION COURSE APPLICATIONS.  ASSATA BUFFALOE SECONDED THE 
MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED.  NONE OPPOSED. 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL TRAINING AND EDUCATION REPORT 
 
LAWS AND RULES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Laws and Rules Committee, consisting of Steve Johnson, Debra Duncan, Kim Heffney, 
Jerry Pitman, and Tamara Rabenold met on December 14, 2022, from 1:05 P.M. to 2:41 P.M. 
Steve Johnson delivered the Committee report.  
 
Steve Johnson presented the proposed temporary administrative rules related to the new close 
personal protection license that were drafted by the Close Personal Protection License 
Subcommittee. The proposed new rules and amendments to relevant existing rules establish or 
modify the licensing, training, and other requirements for a close personal protection license. He 
recommended the Board approve the rules as written and proceed with the temporary rule 
making process.  
 
Steve Johnson explained that the Close Personal Protection License Subcommittee and the 
Board’s Laws and Rules Committee had considered and debated whether to prohibit sworn law 
enforcement officers from holding a close personal protection license. He said the Laws and 
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Rules Committee voted 4-1 to allow sworn law enforcement officers to obtain a close personal 
protection license, however he asked that the full Board discuss and vote on the matter. 
Following a Board discussion on the topic, Steve Johnson posed the following question to the 
members of Board and requested a roll-call vote: “Should sworn law enforcement officers be 
required to surrender their law enforcement certification in order to obtain a close personal 
protection license?” The vote was 9-3 in favor of not requiring sworn law enforcement officers 
to surrender their certification to obtain a close personal protection license.  
 
Sam Russell, Tamara Rabenold, Ron Burris, Bud Cesena, Assata Buffaloe, Nada Lawrimore, 
Kim Heffney, Debra Duncan, and Steve Johnson voted “No.” 
 
Suzanne Creech, Andy Renfrow, and Jerry Pitman voted “Yes.” 
 
Dave Stephens and Stacy Buff were absent and did not vote.  
 
Tamara Rabenold presented the proposed temporary administrative rules related to the new 
Digital Forensics Examiner license that were drafted by the Digital Forensics Examiner 
Subcommittee. The proposed new rules and amendments to relevant existing rules establish or 
modify the licensing, training, and other requirements for a Digital Forensics Examiner or 
Digital Forensics Examiner Trainee license. She recommended the Board approve the rules as 
written and proceed with the temporary rule making process.  
 
Steve Johnson recommended the Board adopt a new administrative rule that requires licensees 
whose companies are subject to regulation by the N.C. Secretary of State maintain a lawful 
business entity status with the N.C. Secretary of State. If a licensee or company fails to maintain 
a lawful status with the N.C. Secretary of State, the company’s PPSB-license shall be suspended.  
 
Steve Johnson recommended the Board modify an existing policy and procedure related to the 
issuance temporary private investigator or private investigator associate permits. The 
recommendation includes allowing a temporary permit to be issued after the applicant has 
submitted a license application, the applicant’s fingerprint card has been sent to the NCSBI for 
processing, and the results of the online criminal history record check do not include 
disqualifying criminal history.  
 
KIM HEFFNEY MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE LAWS AND RULES 
COMMITTEE REPORT. DEBRA DUNCAN SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION 
CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Bud Cesena discussed the Board’s training and education partnership with community colleges 
and its tuition scholarship grant. Specifically, he stated that the courses offered by Central 
Piedmont Community College in Fall 2022 experienced low enrollment, and he asked how this 
could be improved. Director Paul Sherwin advised that of the 14 courses approved by the Board, 
eight were cancelled due to low enrollment. Director Sherwin said he will work to increase 
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awareness of the courses within the industry and attempt to expand course offerings to other 
community colleges in N.C.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Jerry Pitman briefed the Board about his experience attending the 2022 IPSB Close Personal 
Protection Conference in Las Vegas in December 2021. Suzanne Creech and he attended as 
representatives of the Board. Mr. Pitman said the conference had 870 registered attendees, 
compared to last year’s 300 registered attendees, and more than 50 vendors.  In addition, he said 
officials from other regulatory entities and private companies from throughout the U.S. were 
present to discuss and share best practices about the future of close personal protection 
regulation.  
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
Director Paul Sherwin presented the Director's Report, which included updates about Private 
Protective Services’ personnel, agency operations, and Board finances.      
 
STEVE JOHNSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE DIRECTOR'S REPORT.  
KIM HEFFNEY SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
Attorney Jeff Gray presented the Attorney’s Report, which included updates about the status of 
consent agreements, pending administrative rule changes and legislative updates.   
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE ATTORNEY'S REPORT. NADA 
LAWRIMORE SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
 
SEE ATTACHMENT FOR THE FULL ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Don Miller delivered an update from the N.C. Association of Private Investigators, specifically 
highlights from its annual conference in Cherokee, N.C., in November 2022.  
 
Debra Duncan said she wished to recognize the recent work of Board staff, Board members, and 
specifically Chair Bud Cesena. She made a motion to call for a vote of confidence in Bud Cesena 
as Chair of the Board. Kim Heffney seconded the motion. Motion carried. None opposed.  
 
ADJOURN 
 
SAM RUSSELL MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  KIM HEFFNEY 
SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION CARRIED. NONE OPPOSED. 
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Meeting Adjourned: 11:46 P.M. 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Paul Sherwin 
Director 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Mercedes Sierra  
Reporter 



PPSB Grievance After Report for December 15, 2022 9:00 am

Case
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee
Recommendation

Board
Action

1. 2022-
PPS-013

John Keith Brown
Southern
Protection Agency
912 W Hwy 78
Ste 200
Vila Rica, GA
301800000

14B NCAC 16
.0108(b)
74C-12(a)(29)

Find a violation of 14B NCAC 16 .0108(b) and NCGS 74C-11. Enter into a consent
agreement with of John Keith Brown and Southern Protection Agency in the amount of
$2,570.40 for 21 unarmed security guard registration violations. Staff is to conduct a follow
up registration audit for Q3 and Q4 of 2022.

Accepted

2. 2022-
PPS-027

Michael Ray
James, Jr.
White Umbrella
group security
118 Crooked Run
Drive
New Bern, NC
28560

NCGS 74C-2
NCGS 74C-
13(a)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2 and NCGS 74C-13(a). Continue the cease and desist order
previously issued to Michael James. Issue a cease and desist order to White Umbrella
Group and its owner Chadwick Howard. Refer this matter to the Screening Committee
should Michael James or Chadwick Howard apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

3. 2022-
PPS-029

Demarr Dodson
True Flight
Staffing
1905 Strebor
street
Durham, NC
27501-5412

NCGS 74C-2
NCGS 74C-
13(b)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2 and NCGS 74C-13(b). Continue the cease and desist order
previously issued to Demarr Dodson and True Flight Staffing. Refer this matter to the
Screening Committee should Demarr Dodson apply for a license or registration.

Accepted



Case
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee
Recommendation

Board
Action

4. 2022-
PPS-035

Steven Corbin
Task Force
Protection
2214 Wrightsville
Avenue
Suite B
Wilmington, NC
28403

14B NCAC 16
.0108(a)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-11. Enter into a consent agreement with Steven Corbin and
Task Force Protection Bureau in the amount of $367.20 for three unarmed security guard
registration violations. Staff is to conduct a follow up registration audit of Q2, Q3 and Q4 of
2022. Any violations found as a result this audit are eligible for a 20% self-reporting discount.

Accepted

5. 2022-
PPS-036

Edward M.
Reeder, Jr.
Five Star Global
Security
455 Ramsey
Street
Fayetteville, NC
28301

NCGS 74C-2 No violation. Accepted

6. 2022-
PPS-039

Kirk Patrick Hylton
Maroon Security
Group, LLC
3400 Walsh
Parkway, Suite
333
Suite 333
Fayetteville, NC
28311

NCGS 74C-2 Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2. Issue a letter of reprimand for unlicensed activity. Staff is to
conduct a registration audit of Q3 and Q4 of 2021 and Q4 of 2022.

Accepted

7. 2022-
PPS-040

Jeffrey Allen
Butler
K2 Solutions, Inc.

NCGS 74C-2 No violation. Accepted



Case
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee
Recommendation

Board
Action

8. 2022-
PPS-044

Errol Alexis Green
Weiser Security
Services, Inc.
7508 E.
Independence
Blvd.
Ste 106
Charlotte, NC
28227

NCGS 74C-11
14B NCAC 16
.0707
14B NCAC 16
.0108(b)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-11 and 14B NCAC 16 .0707. Enter into a consent agreement
with Errol Alexis Green and Weiser Security Services, Inc. in the amount of $4,896.00 for 40
unarmed security guard registration violations. Staff is to conduct a follow up registration
audit of Q3 and Q4 of 2022.

Accepted

9. 2022-
PPS-047

Julien Cell
Duncan
Sterling Services
Enterprise, Inc.
511 E Arcadia Rd
Riegelwood, NC
28456

NCGS 74C-11
NCGS 74C-13

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-11 and NCGS 74C-13. Enter into a consent agreement with
Julien Cell Duncan and Sterling Services Enterprise, Inc. in the amount of $1,468.80 for
three unarmed- and six armed-security guard registration violations. Staff is to conduct a
follow up registration audit of Q2, Q3, and Q4 of 2022.

Accepted

10. 2022-
PPS-048

Anthony Lamar
Godfrey
Top Notch
Security
901 Old
Thomasville Road
High Point, NC
27260

NCGS 74C-2 Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2. Continue the cease and desist order previously issued to
Anthony Lamar Godfrey and Top Notch Security. Refer this matter to the Screening
Committee should Anthony Godfrey apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

11. 2022-
PPS-049

Marwan Al Janabi
Airborne Hookah
Lounge
5007 Raeford
Road
Fayetteville, NC
28304

NCGS 74C-
13(b)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13(b). Continue the cease and desist order previously issued
to Marwan Al Janabi and Airborne Hookah Lounge. Refer this matter to the Screening
Committee should Marwan Al Janabi apply for a license or registration.

Accepted



Case
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee
Recommendation

Board
Action

12. 2022-
PPS-050

Shykeem Harling
Airborne Hookah
Lounge
914 Onslow Street
Apartment A
Durham, NC
27705

NCGS 74C-
13(a)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13(a). Continue the cease and desist order previously issued
to Shykeem Harling and refer this matter to the Screening Committee should Shykeem
Harling apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

13. 2022-
PPS-051

Octavis Davis
Mamba Event
Center
2371 Corporation
Parkway
Burlington, NC
27215

NCGS 74C-
13(b)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13(b). Continue the cease and desist order previously issued
to Octavis Davis and Mamba Event Center. Refer this matter to the Screening Committee
should Octavis Davis apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

14. 2022-
PPS-052

Tavarius Jauan
Liandre Miller
Mamba Event
Center
759 Norman
Shoaf Road
Winston-Salem,
NC 27107

NCGS 74C-
13(a)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13(a). Continue the cease and desist order previously issued
to Tavarius Jauan Liandre Miller. Refer this matter to the Screening Committee should
Tavarius Miller apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

15. 2022-
PPS-053

Benjamin Knight
III
Mamba Event
Center
201 Wind Road
Apt. M
Greensboro, NC
27405

NCGS 74C-
13(a)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13(a). Continue the cease and desist order previously issued
to Benjamin Knight. Refer this matter to the Screening Committee should Benjamin Knight
apply for a license or registration.

Accepted



Case
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee
Recommendation

Board
Action

16. 2022-
PPS-054

Daiquan Contrell
Monk
Mamba Event
Center
96 Alfred Road
Bayboro, NC
28515

NCGS 74C-
13(a)

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13(a). Continue the cease and desist order previously issued
to Daiquan Contrell Monk. Refer this matter to the Screening Committee should Daiquan
Monk apply for a license or registration.

Accepted

17. 2022-
PPS-057

Troy Trudeau
WTSA Security,
LLC
626 Margaret Dr.
Statesville, NC
28677

NCGS 74C-2 Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2, NCGS 74C-11 and NCGS 74C-13. Issue a letter of
reprimand to, and enter into a consent agreement with, qualifying agent Robin Leckey, and
owners Troy Trudeau, Julie Trudeau and William Giles of WTSA Security, LLC in the amount
of $6,296.80 for 10 months of unlicensed activity, 40 unarmed security guard registration
violations, and three armed security guard registration violations. Staff is to conduct a follow
up registration audit of Q4 of 2022.

Accepted

18. 2022-
PPS-058

Anthony Ward
Smith
Blackhawk Troops
Security
Company, Inc.
9700 Turning
Wheel Drive
Charlotte, NC
28214-0038

NCGS 74C-
12(a)(9)
NCGS 74C-
12(a)(31)
14B NCAC 16
.0110(a)
NCGS 74C-
12(d)(4)

Find a violation of 14B NCAC 16 .0110(b) and NCGS 74C-12(d)(4). Issue a letter of
reprimand to Anthony Smith for failure to report criminal charges.

Accepted

19. 2022-
PPS-060

Derek Raynor
Big Boot Security
2662 Garland
Road
Winterville, NC
28590

NCGS 74C-2 Find a violation of NCGS 74C-2. Continue the cease and desist order previously issued to
Derek Raynor and Big Boot Security. Refer this matter to the Screening Committee should
Derek Raynor apply for a license.

Accepted



Case
Number

Complaint
Against Allegation(s)

Grievance Committee
Recommendation

Board
Action

20. 2022-
PPS-082

John Callicutt
GRL Management
Group, Inc.
4128-B Vanessa
Drive
Southport, NC
28461

NCGS 74C-13
14B NCAC 16
.0806

Find a violation of NCGS 74C-13 and 14B NCAC 16 .0806. Enter into a consent agreement
with John Callicutt and GRL Management Group, Inc. in the amount of $146.88 for one self-
reported armed security guard registration violation.

Accepted
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Addendum 

 
Name      
Company Name 
Address    Credential   Recommendation   Action 

Austin Taylor 
Oak City Protection LLC 
Orrum, NC 
 
 
 
 
 

 
License/Consent 
Agreement/2022-PPS-
015 

 
Discussion 

 
Modify previous consent 
agreement to allow for 
payment in full of 
$4,406.40 no later than 
March 31, 2023. If 
payment in full is not 
received, the Director shall 
revoke Taylor’s security 
guard and patrol license.  

 

 

   

 

   



Board Date 12/15/2022

Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

1. Robert Allen
Lighthouse Investigations
106 N. Water St. Suite 103
Wilmington, NC 28401

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 1 with zero hours

Accepted

2. Hannah Ashley Andrews
Digistream Carolinas, inc
300 Fayetteville Street
Raleigh, NC 27602

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,500 hours

Accepted

3. Randall Scott Bass
Renfrow & Associates
19 W Hargett St
Raleigh, NC 27602

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 3 with 2,800 hours

Accepted

4. Brian Michael Bauk
Raven Rock Investigations
213 N Main St
China Grove, NC 28023

Courier Service Approve
Courier Service

Accepted

5. Zachary Lance Brady
N.C. Premier Investigations, INC
1801 S Charles Blvd Ste 106
Greenville, NC 27858

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 1 with 500 hours

Accepted

Board Meeting Report



Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

6. Jeffrey Preston Branham
Tried and True Investigative
Services, LLC
6910 Garrett Store Road
Liberty , NC 27298

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

7. Dennis Shane Caughey
Blackstone Shooting Sports LLC
2001 Wilkinson Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28208

Proprietary Approve
Proprietary

Accepted

8. Kevin Crawford
FOCUS Fire Investigations, LLC
5351 Faith Rd
Salisbury, NC 28146

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

9. Carl Chester Dangerfield Jr
Raven Rock Investigations
213 N Main St
China Grove, NC 28023

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

10. Troy Frederick
Digistream Carolinas
P.O box 167, 300 Fayetteville st
Raleigh, NC 27602

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,300 hours

Accepted

11. Shamarr Kenyatta Gamble
Williams
SG Tactical Protection
5019 Black Forest Dr
Greensboro, NC 27405

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 1 with zero hours

Accepted



Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

12. Steve Allan Gibson
Veterans Security Services, LLC
1941 J N Pease Pl
Charlotte, NC 28262

New Branch Office Approve
New Branch Office

Accepted

13. Zachari David Jacob Helon

,

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

14. John Patrick Hynes
Brosnan Risk Consultants, LTD
1 Blue Hill Plaza
Pearl River , NY 10965

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

15. Jeffrey Alan Karpovich
GardaWorld Security Services
1699 S. Hanley Rd
St Louis, MO 63144

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

16. June Knowles
Diversified Investigations Inc
PO Box 696
New Bern, NC 285630000

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

17. Veronica Michelle LaPlace
DigiStream Investigations
300 Fayetteville Street
Raleigh, NC 27602

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 1 with 800 hours

Accepted

18. Michael Huston Lee
Lee and Associates
121 Bent Willow Way
Reidsville, NC 27320

Private Investigator Deny
Private Investigator License for falsification of application and
unfavorable employment history

Accepted



Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

19. Fred Lesner
Veracity Research Co., L.L.C.
1104 Dallas Drive
Denton, TX 76205

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

20. Gideon Nathaniel Lovik
Strategic Consulting Group INC.
LLC
384 Turriff Way
Cameron, NC 28326

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

21. Walter Silvio Meyer
Alpha Diversified Solutions, Inc
8313 Monbo Road
Catawba, NC 28609

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

22. Timothy Jay Miles
Executive Miles Transport LLC
222 Canoe Lane
Lexington, NC 27295

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

23. Robert Curtis Moore
Epic Services & Consulting, LLC
212 W Sycamore St
Lincolnton, NC 280920000

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

24. Chandler Mullinax
AS Surveillance, LLC
360 Commercial Park Drive
Thomasville, NC 27360

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 3 with 2,382 hours.

Accepted

25. Bryan Nelms
CoventBridge (USA) Inc
9485 Regency Square Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32225

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted



Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

26. Richard Nienhuis
EXD, Inc
255 Seven Island Rd
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

27. Marissa Ann Pavlak
API International Consulting Group
175 S 3rd St
Columbus, OH 43215

Electronic Countermeasures
Trainee

Approve
Electronic Countermeasures Trainee

Accepted

28. Marissa Ann Pavlak
API International Consulting Group
175 S 3rd St
Columbus, OH 43215

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,600 hours

Accepted

29. Gregory David Pekera
Go Pro Investigations
6762 Barefoot Cove Court
Denver, NC 28037

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

30. Scott Alan Rottman
Hold Fast Security Group
187 Fox Tail Court
Aiken, SC 29803

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

31. Kathryn Saathoff
Barefoot Professional
Investigations
1011 E. Morehead St. #110
Charlotte , NC 28204

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 2 with 1,000 hours

Accepted

32. Roberto Santana Jr.
RNYSI
604 E Front St., #1293
Clayton, NC 27528

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted



Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

33. Christopher Paul Shuskey
CPS Investigations
274 Daniel Road
Mocksville, NC 27028

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

34. Isaac L Simmons
Simmons & Associates, LLC
1230 Elsborn Ridge Rd
Maryville, TN 37801

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

35. Marquette David Smith
Smithgroup PI Inc.
924 N. Magnolia Ave.
Orlando, FL 32803

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

36. Mark Allen Suddreth
Tin Star Investigations
5213 Dusty Lane
Granite Falls, NC 28630

Private Investigator Associate Approve
Private Investigator Associate Level 1 with zero hours

Accepted

37. Roman Alex Terehoff
Terehoff Asset and Risk Analytics
1016 Saint Johns Loop
Raeford, NC 28376

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

38. Patrick Timlin
Silverseal
19 Fulton Street
New York, NY 10038

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

39. Chadrick Tyler
On The Move Enterprise LLC
10520 Chapel Hill Rd
Morrisville, NC 27560

Courier Service Approve
Courier Service

Accepted



Name
Company
Address License Committee Recommendation

Board
Action

40. Darren Keefe Vazquetelles
Barefoot Professional
Investigations
1011 E. Morehead St
Charlotte, NC 28204

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

41. Jack Leon Waddell Jr.
Executive Investigations of NC,
Incorporated
4800 US Highway 601 S
Concord, NC 28025

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

42. Donald Banks Wallace
Page 12 LLC
202 Gray's Lane
Angier, NC 27501

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted

43. Dovid Aryeh Weingot
DMAC Security LLC
1340 Smith Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21209

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

44. Eric Scott Witmer
NC Tactical Security Forces LLC
15 Meadow Street
Spring Lake, NC 28390

Security Guard And Patrol Approve
Security Guard And Patrol

Accepted

45. Gina L Yancey
Space Coast Investigations, P.A.
139 Casseekee Trail
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

Private Investigator Approve
Private Investigator

Accepted
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Addendum 

 
Name      
Company Name 
Address    Credential   Recommendation   Action 

Mark Hairston 
Allied Universal 
High Point, NC 
 
 
Louis Laurenti 
Sole Proprietorship 
Southport, NC 
 

Unarmed  
Registration 
 
 
 
Polygraph 
License 

Discussion 
 
 
 
 
Deny 

Approve 
 
 
 
 
Deny for failure to pass 
testing required by 14B 
NCAC 16 .0501(a)(1) 

 

 

   

 

   

















 
  
                                       

1 
 

 
REQUESTED 
BY 

COURSE NAME  
Course 
Number INSTRUCTOR(S) 

 Classroom/ 
Online 

 Date 
Submitted Hours 

 
  New Application(s):        

1. 
Frank J. 
Bianco 

Institutional Neglect 

APPROVED  PPSB-22-092 Frank J. Bianco 

 

Classroom 12/5/2022 6.0 

   
    

 

    
    

 

    
    

 

    
    

 

    
    

 

    
    

 

    
    

 

 
 

  
    

 

 
 

  
    

 

 
 

  
    

 

         

 
 

  
    

 

 
 

  
    

 

 
 

  
    

 

 
 

  

    

 

         

    
    

 



 
  
                                       

2 
 

 
REQUESTED 
BY 

COURSE NAME  
Course 
Number INSTRUCTOR(S) 

 Classroom/ 
Online 

 Date 
Submitted Hours 

(RENEWALS)  

1. David Kaiser 

Debriefing a Witness 

APPROVED PPSB-16-164 

David Kaiser  Classroom 09/21/2022 

12.0 

2. 
Michael 
Harrison 

Landmark NC Continuing Education 
Training  

APPROVED PPSB-18-418 

 

Michael Harrison 

  

Virtual 

 

12/08/2022 
12.0 

3. 
Charles C. 
Tacia Jr.  

Introduction to Surveillance 
Operations 

APPROVED PPSB-10-504 

 

Charles C. Tacia Jr. 

  

Classroom 

 

12/09/2022 
8.0 

4. 

Charles C. 
Tacia Jr. 

Introduction to Elicitation 

APPROVED  PPSB-10-505 

Charles C. Tacia Jr.  Classroom 12/09/2022 

8.0 

5. 

John Fay Homeland Security:Part 1 

APPROVED PPSB-10-466 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

2.0 

6. 

John Fay Homeland Security:Part 2 

APPROVED PPSB-10-467 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

2.0 

7. 

John Fay Business Practices:Part 1 

APPROVED PPSB-10-470 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

2.0 

8. 

John Fay Scientific Analysis of Physical 
Evidence 

APPROVED PPSB-10-494 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

6.0 

9. 

John Fay Private Investigation  

Practice,Part 1 

APPROVED PPSB-12-692 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

6.0 

10. 

John Fay Private Investigation Practice, Part 2 

APPROVED PPSB-12-693 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

6.0 

11. 

John Fay Legal Aspects of Private 
Investigations 

APPROVED PPSB-12-694 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

6.0 

12. 

John Fay Criminal Defense Investigations 

APPROVED PPSB-14-972 

John Fay  Online 12/09/2022 

6.0 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

I. PPS information and updates, page 3 

II. Licensing, registration and certification summary, page 5 

III. Budget summary, page 6 

IV. Budget graphics, page 7 
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PPS INFORMATION AND UPDATES 
 

PERSONNEL 

 

Private Protective Services currently has four vacant positions: 

• Training Officer/Investigator – Recruitment in progress 

• Registration Processor (3) – Recruitment in progress for two positions 

 

Ray Bullard has been promoted to serve as deputy director of Private Protective Services, 

effective December 1, 2022. Since May 2018, Bullard has worked for PPS as an investigator as 

well as the training program manager. Prior to working for PPS, Bullard served for 28 years with 

the Sanford Police Department, where he achieved the rank of captain. While with Sanford PD, 

he worked in various units within the agency including patrol, narcotics and the department’s 

Selective Enforcement Unit. Bullard holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Mount 

Olive College and is certified by the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training 

Standards Commission as a specialized firearms instructor and general instructor. 

 

Kelli Baker, a longtime PPS registration application processor, has moved positions and now 

works as the agency’s front desk receptionist, effective December 5, 2022.  

 

OPERATIONS 

 

Registration Unit 

 

• Registration applications received year-to-date: 23,904 

(Same period in 2021: 22,689) 

 

The number of registration applications received in October (2,580) and September 

(2,561) mark the second and third highest, respectively, number of applications received 

in a given month since August 2019 (2,650).  

 

Licensing Unit 

 

• License applications received year-to-date: 1,225 

(Same period in 2021: 900) 

 

Investigations Unit 

 

• License applicant background investigations completed year-to-date: 278 

(Same period in 2021: 275) 

 

• Complaint investigations completed year-to-date: 90 

(Same period in 2021: 71) 
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Training Unit 

 

• Trainer applications received year-to-date: 409 

(Same period in 2021: 553) 

 

OTHER 

 

Director Sherwin on Nov. 15, 2022, spoke at the annual conference of the N.C. Association of 

Private Investigators in Cherokee, N.C. The primary topic of discussion was the Board’s new 

close personal protection and digital forensics examiner licenses. He also explained best 

practices for maintaining compliance with the Board’s laws and rules and had the opportunity to 

meet with many licensees and answer questions.  

 

In October 2022, Joe Coletti, the House Majority Oversight Committee Director, emailed 

Director Sherwin and requested numerous documents related to Board financial operations and 

the its organization structure. The records and information he requested were provided on Nov. 

4, 2022, with another batch of information provided on Dec. 5, 2022.  
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LICENSING, REGISTRATION, AND CERTIFICATION 

SUMMARY 
 

Total active in Permitium: 28,187 (+4.6% from October 2022 meeting) 
 

Registration   

 Armed 3974 

 Armed Armored Car 521 

 Armed Private Investigator 107 

 Armed Private Investigator Associate 15 

 Unarmed  19918 

 Unarmed Armored Car 23 

Registration Total 24558 

License   

 Armored Car Profession 75 

 Courier Service Profession 77 

 Electronic Counter Measures Profession 48 

 Electronic Counter Measures Trainee 8 

 Guard Dog Service Profession 18 

 Polygraph Examiner 29 

 Polygraph Trainee Permit 2 

 Private Investigator 1882 

 Private Investigator Temp Permit 4 

 Private Investigator Associate 317 

 Private Investigator Associate Temp Permit 2 

 Proprietary 91 

 Psychological Stress Evaluator 11 

 Security guard and Patrol 537 

 Special Limited Guard and Patrol 6 

License Total  3107 

Certification   

 Firearms Trainer 193 

 Unarmed Guard Trainer Certification Total 329 

Certification Total 522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Private Protective Services Board Financial Report 

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 

(July 1, 2022 – November 30, 2022) 

 

 

FY23 revenue 672,039.27$        

FY23 expenditures (623,801.22)$       

FYTD FUND BALANCE INCREASE/(DECREASE) 48,238.05$          

Beginning Cash Balance (July 1, 2022) 1,600,025.98$     

FY23 revenue 672,039.27$        

FY23 expenditures (623,801.22)$       

FYTD ENDING FUND BALANCE 1,648,264.03$     

FY23 revenue 6,196.13$            

FY23 expenditures (4,800.00)$           

Beginning Cash Balance (July 1, 2022) 129,663.17$        

FY23 revenue 6,196.13$            

FY23 expenditures (4,800.00)$           

FYTD ENDING FUND BALANCE 131,059.30$        

PPSB Education Fund Cash Flow

PPSB Education Fund Revenue and Expenditures

FYTD EDUCATION FUND BALANCE 

INCREASE/(DECREASE)
1,396.13$            

PPSB Operating Fund Revenue and Expenditures

PPSB Operating Fund Cash Flow
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BUDGET GRAPHICS 
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